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THE  SOUTHERN  CONTINENT 


1.  CLAUDIUS  PTOLEMAEUS.  Geographia.  Manuscript  atlas,  c.  1450. 

The  last  map  of  the  Brown- Wilczekianus  Codex  is  a  map  of  the  southern  half 
of  Africa.  Whereas  most  Ptolemaic  maps  of  the  pre-Columbian  period  show  the 
Indian  Ocean  as  a  lake  with  Africa  joined  to  India  in  one  land  mass,  this  exceptional 
map  indicates  the  possibility  of  sea  to  the  south  of  Africa. 

2.  HENRICUS  GLAREANUS.  De  Gaeometriae  principiis  ad  sphaerae  astronomica 
noticiam  necessaris.  Manuscript,  before  1520. 

The  polar  projection  maps  drawn  by  the  Swiss  geographer  Glareanus  are 
exceptionally  early  maps  of  this  type  and  represent  an  unusual  and  creative  geo¬ 
graphical  idea  for  his  time.  In  the  absence  of  further  information  the  south  polar 
area  has  been  left  blank  on  this  map. 

3.  BAPTISTA  AGNESE.  [An  atlas  of  Portolan  charts. ]  Manuscript  [c.  1543-45]. 

This  manuscript  atlas  shows  the  track  of  Magellan’s  voyage  around  the 
world.  The  passage  around  South  America  was  made  through  a  narrow  body  of 
water  and  only  land  could  be  seen  to  the  south.  This  gave  rise  to  the  belief  that 
the  Strait  of  Magellan  was  the  only  gap  between  two  large  land  masses. 

4.  ROBERT  RECORDE.  The  Castle  of  Knowledge.  London,  1556. 

The  book  represents  the  best  early  thinking  about  the  Antarctic.  Although 
nothing  was  known  of  the  area,  the  assumption  was  made  that  the  Arctic  region 
had  to  be  balanced  by  an  opposite  or  Ant-arctic  region. 

"The  Antartike  circle  is  equall  and  equidistant  to  the  Arctike  circle, 
and  toucheth  the  Horizonte  in  one  only  point,  and  is  all  vnder  grounde, 
and  all  the  starres  that  be  in  it,  are  euer  more  out  of  our  sighte.  " 
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5.  ANTONIO  FLORIAN.  [World  in  gores,  northern  and  southern  hemispheres. 

Venice,  1556.] 

Florianus  shows  here  the  Southern  Continent  south  of  the  Strait  of  Magellan 
without  any  descriptive  legends,  indicating  some  uncertainty  in  his  mind  concerning 
the  inaccessible  land  to  the  south. 

6.  [GERHARD  MERCATOR.]  Orbis  imaginem.  Rome,  Antonio  Salamanca,  [c.  1560.] 

Early  in  his  distinguished  career  Gerhard  Mercator  published  his  map  of  the 
world  on  a  double  cordiform  projection,  showing  the  Southern  Continent  with  a  con¬ 
servative  note  as  to  the  uncertainty  of  its  extent.  Shown  here  is  a  copy  by  Antonio 
Salamanca,  published  about  1560. 

7.  GIACOMO  GASTALDI.  Cosmographia  Vniversalis.  Venice,  1569. 

The  imaginary  Southern  Continent  of  the  sixteenth-century  cosmographers 
appears  on  many  Italian  maps  of  the  period.  The  oval  projection  of  this  map  shows 
the  concept  clearly  and  impressively. 

8.  PETER  MARTYR.  De  Or  be  Novo.  Paris,  1587. 

The  first  map  which  shows  the  impact  of  Drake’s  voyage  on  geographical 
knowledge  is  the  one  by  an  unknown  cartographer  (using,  apparently,  a  Spanish 
model)  contained  in  this  edition  of  the  famous  Decades  prepared  by  Richard  Hak¬ 
luyt.  Note  the  reference  to  Nova  Albion  (i.  e.  California)  and  the  first  indication 
of  what  we  now  call  Drake  Passage  between  Tierra  del  Fuego  and  Antarctica. 

9.  The  famous  voyage  of  Sir  Francis  Drake  into  the  South  Sea,  and  there  hence 

about  the  whole  Globe  of  the  Earth. 

Drake  sailed  south  of  Tierra  del  Fuego  in  making  his  circumnavigation. 

By  doing  this  he  established  that  a  large  body  of  water  lay  to  the  south  of  the 
American  continent.  This  water,  now  called  the  Drake  Passage,  was  first 
described  in  print  in  Drake's  account  of  his  circumnavigation,  first  inserted  in 
most  copies  of  Hakluyt’s  Principall  Navigations,  in  1589. 


-2- 


11, , 


.  •  ,V.  '  -A 

1  *;  Hr;‘  * 

!■  .•  vri;  jf-  ■  OtlH  2..  .4u:iO' 'i 

; 't  'ii.-rn  ..  ,  ■;?  S'  ■  ^ 

,.j  i  r.  V.  asiAHsiHoj  .4 

.  •  I.'  ■  ,  -,  ■  '„ .  •.  t),  -;,1  iJ  /i  iaH 

MOf  w  :  :,;Tv;iij  IC'  J  B  HO 

•  • ,  •'•  ■■?';  C‘J  ojo^  ■  '■  ■' 

o-  1  •<  '■  ,i . ■! 


■  P  .\t.ir.'  o?  idriA 

I  ’  ■ ''■r  .  N 

t.  •  I :.'  ;  ‘  Ji I ' .'  ■'  .■>■ . 


.  ;  VI-  1  :9CI  .  -  Y. 

:  v.  ^  'T 

1  , ' 

.  (, '.-I  If;  '  'n>"^.  r  '  ■  -i'vo  ; 

Q  io  J-  fc  ni  *'<•  .^v  ' 

■  _ .  •  r 

d'-tiry*]?. 

"'■i -ll)  ISf:  '  '  Oi  l BO  *■  ' 

"  \pd  . 

t 

vo:.' ■ 

.  ^  •  .r  nv' . 

ii'i  -  '■ 

‘  s  • 

•' 

oiJu  jjbiii  Je  h!  li  'i  ' 

'{■  "JvJ  .J  .  '  •')  (lOitL 

'  ••  j  1;; 

.  JA 

,jyii  . 

.coil  rrBJM/,.  1  j 

}  1  j‘i  9V.K-:-: 

' 

^  ■  :  aw’  5 

‘w  '  •  ■ 

•Ofivi  ■.  t>ri!: 

‘ji,'.;  oirif  ^  '■ 

f 

•  ■.  p'.'  ■ 

' 

— 

. 'i"nev;: '■  • '  '.I'.j  jii'y 

'  .  —  : 

f!]  -■  •  L  : 

.  '  Vi  /'  .  If'.  •  ';  ' 

jJ  lu  y.’  i  ,  ^ pf  &  <'  . 

'  .•\ul^.ldb'  ■ 

-T  r  * 

•/.  yrj 

r.-  \  i  - 

'  ;n:  >■:, '  i  .■  . 

:  i  '1  .  •'■ 

*  .  i‘  K  * 

■r 

.  •  .  «  ji  . 

’ » ;  » ‘  ■  1  ■  *  ■ .  ,  • 

I'.  ■  ■■  ■'>‘7  !  -.{f  '  t  -i  't'  'j  ■/  '  L' 

'j>  L  '  'i  ' 

!,  .  ’  ■•■'  r.  /  . 

1  .•>.■  j'- 

,  i  • '  ' 

j  -J.l'TI^ 

10.  ORONCE  FINE.  Cosmographia  Vniversalis.  [Venice,  c.  1590.] 


This  single  cordiform  projection  is  one  of  a  number  of  maps  based  on  a 
woodcut  by  the  French  geographer  and  mathematician  Oronce  Fine.  The  Southern 
Continent  is  here  said  to  have  been  recently  discovered  but  "not  yet  fully  examined. " 

11.  [BISHOP  JOSEPH  HALL].  Mundus  Alter  Et  Idem.  [Frankfort,  1605.] 

The  Discovery  of  A  New  World.  [London,  1609.  ] 

Bishop  Hall's  satire  on  European  manners  was  placed  in  the  Antarctic. 

Here,  in  the  vein  of  Utopia  and  Gulliver's  Travels,  one  finds  "Drink-allia"  and 
"Eat-allia"  and  "Gossipia"  where  the  women  live.  New  lands  were  discovered 
so  regularly  in  the  16th  century  that  an  inhabited  southern  continent  would  have 
been  no  surprise. 

"...  and  finde  this :  Terra  Australis,  nondum  Cognita.  The 
unknowne  Southerne  Continent.  What  good  spirit  but  would  greeue 
at  this?  If  they  know  it  for  a  Continent,  and  for  a  Southerne  Con¬ 
tinent,  why  then  doe  they  call  it  unknowne?" 

12.  PEDRO  FERNANDEZ  DE  QUIROS.  Terra  Australis  incognita.  London,  1617. 

Fernandez  de  Quiros  was  the  first  person  to  search  for  the  Southern  Continent. 
He  sailed  to  the  New  Hebrides  on  one  voyage  but  when  he  tried  to  obtain  funds  for 
another  voyage  he  was  refused.  Of  his  fifty  petitions  for  money  only  this  one  was 
printed  and  translated  into  English.  It  helped  perpetuate  the  myth  of  the  Southern 
Continent. 

13.  [HENRY  NEVILLE].  The  Isle  of  Pines,  Or  A  late  Discovery  of  a  fourth  Island. 
London,  1668. 

Neville  was  a  political  writer  and  he,  like  Hall  before  him,  used  the  mythical 
continent  as  the  setting  for  his  tale. 

14.  Relation  D'Un  Voyage  Du  Pole  Arctique  Au  Pole  Antarctique.  Paris,  1723. 

First  published  in  Amsterdam  in  1721,  this  book  is  pure  science  fiction. 

The  author  purports  to  have  tipped  his  boat  at  the  North  Pole  and  sailed  through 
the  center  of  the  earth  to  the  South  Pole. 
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15.  PHILIPPE  BU  AC  HE.  Carte  des  Terres  Australes.  . .  Paris,  1739  [revised  1754]. 


Published  under  the  auspices  of  the  French  Acaddmie  des  Sciences,  this  map 
by  the  famous  geographer  Philipps  Buache  shows  the  routes  of  various  expeditions 
into  the  Southern  Hemisphere  beginning  with  Magellan  and  including  that  of  Bouvet 
de  Lozier  in  1738.  A  later  hand  has  added  (in  black  ink)  the  route  of  Cook's 
southern  voyage.  The  map  is  of  interest  as  a  summary  of  mid-eighteenth-century 
knowledge  as  well  as  an  indication  of  the  questions  which  scientists  were  asking  at 
the  time  about  the  Southern  Continent  and  of  theories  which  were  taking  shape  in 
their  minds. 


EARLY  EXPLORATION 

16.  JAMES  COOK.  A  Second  Voyage  Round  The  World  In  the  Years  MDCCLXXII, 
LXXIII,  LXXIV,  LXXV.  London,  1776. 

Alexander  Dalrymple  was  sure  that  there  was  a  habitable  southern  continent. 
He  had  hoped  to  turn  the  British  Transit  of  Venus  expedition  of  1769  to  Tahiti  into  a 
chance  to  prove  his  thesis.  Unsuccessful  in  this,  he  badgered  the  Admiralty  until 
they  sent  Cook  out  in  the  "Resolution"  to  silence  him.  Cook  sailed  around  the 
Antarctic,  crossing  the  Antarctic  circle  several  times,  and  ended  the  myth  of  the 
Southern  Continent. 

"December  19.  ...  At  6,  P.M.  Crossed  The  Antarctic  Circle. 

Sun  the  whole  day.  " 

17.  JAMES  COOK.  A  Voyage  Towards  The  South  Pole.  4th  edition.  London,  1784. 

Cook  established  the  limits  within  which  any  southern  continent  must  lie. 

He  guessed  from  the  nature  of  the  ice  floes  that  they  came  from  land,  but  thought 
that  the  land  would  be  too  cold  for  human  life.  As  a  scientist  and  as  an  explorer 
he  was  superb.  The  Swan  Collection  is  testimony  that  he  was  not  much  of  a  prophet. 

"It  is  true,  however,  that  the  greatest  part  of  this  Southern 
Continent  (supposing  there  is  one),  must  lie  within  the  polar  circle, 
where  the  sea  is  so  pestered  with  ice,  that  the  land  is  thereby  inac¬ 
cessible.  The  risque  one  runs  in  exploring  a  coast,  in  these  unknown 
and  icy  seas,  is  so  very  great,  that  I  can  be  bold  enough  to  say  than  [sic] 
no  man  will  ever  venture  farther  than  I  have  done;  and  that  the  lands 
which  may  lie  to  the  South  will  never  be  explored.  ..." 
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18.  AARON  ARROW SMITH.  Map  of  the  World  on  a  Globular  Projection.  .  . 
London,  1794  [revised  1799]. 

The  magnificent  hemispheres  shown  on  this  and  the  adjoining  panel  show 
in  detail  the  routes  of  the  three  voyages  of  Captain  Cook.  The  ice  fields  and 
mountains  sighted  on  his  second  voyage,  in  which  he  twice  crossed  the  Antarctic 
Circle,  are  carefully  noted,  but  there  is  no  indication  whatever  of  the  existence 
of  land  in  the  areas  not  traversed.  Geographic  speculation  has  finally  given  way 
to  the  recording  of  actual  knowledge. 

FIRST  EXPLORING  PARTIES 

19.  JAMES  WEDDELL.  A  Voyage  Towards  The  South  Pole.  London,  1825. 

Weddell,  an  English  whaler,  sailed  towards  the  Antarctic  in  1822  and  was 
able  to  sail  214  nautical  miles  farther  south  than  Cook  had  gone,  without  seeing 
ice.  He  made  a  number  of  observations  in  the  sea  he  discovered  which  is  named 
for  him. 

20.  BENJAMIN  MORRELL.  A  Narrative  of  Four  Voyages  to  the  South  Sea. 

New  York,  1832. 

Morrell  was  an  American  sealing  captain  who  claimed  to  be  the  first 
American  to  penetrate  the  Antarctic  Circle.  Although  Nathaniel  Palmer,  a 
whaling  captain,  seems  to  have  been  the  first,  Morrell's  interest  led  him  to 
stimulate  Congress  into  sending  an  American  scientific  expedition  to  the  Ant¬ 
arctic  and  the  South  Seas. 

21.  JULES  S.C.  DUMONT  D'URVILLE.  Voyage  Au  Pole  Sud.  Paris,  1841. 

From  1837  to  1840  a  French  scientific  expedition  sailed  to  the  Antarctic 
and  the  South  Seas  under  the  experienced  and  talented  Dumont  D'Urville.  The 
scientific  publications  of  his  previous  expeditions  had  already  set  a  standard  of 
quality  which  Americans  and  British  sought  to  emulate  in  their  own  work. 
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22.  CHARLES  WILKES.  Narrative  of  the  United  States  Exploring  Expedition. 
Philadelphia,  1844. 

The  Exploring  Expedition  sent  out  by  the  United  States  from  1838  to  1842 
was  hampered  by  inexperience  and  poor  equipment.  Nevertheless  Wilkes  chart¬ 
ed  nearly  1500  miles  of  the  Antarctic  coast.  The  few  copies  of  the  twenty  or  so 
volumes  of  the  reports  of  this  expedition  which  were  printed  were  distributed  to 
the  various  states.  This  library  now  holds  these  volumes  on  deposit  from  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island. 

23.  SIR  JAMES  CLARK  ROSS.  A  Voyage  of  Discovery  and  Research  In  The 
Southern  and  Antarctic  Regions.  London,  1847. 

As  the  French  and  Americans  had  found  no  approach  to  the  continent  in 
the  sectors  which  they  had  explored,  Ross  explored  another  area.  The  map 
displayed  here  attests  the  importance  of  international  cooperation  in  these  ex¬ 
plorations. 

24.  SIR  JAMES  CLARK  ROSS.  A  Voyage  of  Discovery  and  Research  in  the 
Southern  and  Antarctic  Regions.  London,  1847. 

The  expedition  equipped  by  the  British  government  and  under  the  command 
of  Ross  was,  in  contrast  to  the  French  and  American  expeditions,  intended  solely 
for  Antarctic  exploration.  In  two  ships,  "Erebus"  and  "Terror, "  Ross  passed 
through  the  ice  pack  to  discover  the  Ross  Sea  and  the  mountainous  land  beyond. 

25.  VINCENZ  von  HAARDT.  Stld-Polar-Karte  von  V.v.  Haardt.  Bremen,  1895. 

Published  on  the  occasion  of  the  11th  Deutschen  Geographentag  in  Bremen, 
this  elephantine  map,  scaled  1:10,  000,  000,  portrays  all  of  the  little  which  was 
known  of  the  Antarctic  area.  Most  of  the  voyages  charted  on  this  map  had  been 
made  long  before  1850;  however  the  later  ones,  including  the  expeditions  of  Lar¬ 
sen  and  Evenson  of  1893,  are  also  included. 
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THE  1890’s 


26.  WILLIAM  GORDON  BURN- MURDOCK.  From  Edinburgh  To  The  Antarctic. 
London,  1894. 


Although  a  number  of  ships  had  sailed  for  the  Antarctic  after  Ross's  ex¬ 
pedition,  it  was  not  until  the  1890’s  that  interest  was  again  great  enough  in  the 
area  to  organize  specific  Antarctic  expeditions.  Like  most  of  the  expeditions 
of  the  decade,  this  Scottish  one  stayed  aboard  ship  and  explored  the  approaches 


to  the  continent. 


From  the  Swan  Collection. 


27.  [ROBERT  N.R.  BROWN  and  others].  The  Voyage  of  the  "Scotia.  " 
Edinburgh,  1906. 

The  Scots  have  a  separate  and  special  Antarctic  tradition  which  is  not 
very  well  known  and  seldom  mentioned.  Although  they  did  nothing  spectacular, 
they  sent  several  important  expeditions  south.  This  is  an  account  of  the  "Scotia" 
which  under  Dr.  W.  S.  Bruce  explored  unknown  areas  of  the  Weddell  Sea. 

From  the  Swan  Collection. 


28.  FREDERICK  A.  COOK.  Through  The  First  Antarctic  Night,  1898-1899, 

A  Narrative  of  the  Voyage  of  the  "Belgica.  "  New  York,  1909. 

The  Belgian  expedition  of  1898-1899  had  an  international  crew.  When 
its  ship,  the  "Belgica,  "  was  trapped  in  the  ice,  the  expedition  was  forced  to 
spend  a  winter  on  the  boat.  Dr.  Cook  played  an  important  role  in  keeping  the 
crew  in  health  and  good  spirits.  This  winter  spent  in  the  Antarctic  showed 
that  it  could  be  done. 

Gift  to  the  Swan  Collection  of  Mr.  William  L.  Putnam. 

29.  LOUIS  BERNACCHI.  To  The  South  Polar  Regions:  Expedition  of  1898-1900. 
London,  1901. 

Louis  Bernacchi  was  an  active  explorer  and  a  prolific  writer.  He  parti¬ 
cipated  in  several  expeditions  and  wrote  about  a  number  of  others,  helping  greatly 
in  making  Antarctic  exploration  popular. 

From  the  Swan  Collection. 


30.  CARSTEN  BORCHGREVINK.  First  On  The  Antarctic  Continent.  London,  1901. 
Borchgrevink,  a  Norwegian,  led  a  British  expedition  to  the  Antarctic  from 
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1898  to  1900.  He  showed  that  one  could  spend  a  winter  in  the  Antarctic  in 
relative  comfort  and  safety.  After  Borchgrevink  there  were  a  number  of 
Antarctic  expeditions  organized.  Collection. 


"DISCOVERY"  AND  ITS  PARTNERS 

31.  ERICH  von  DRYGALSKI.  Zum  Kontinent  des  eisigen  Slidens.  Berlin,  1904. 

In  the  autumn  of  1901  three  well-equipped  expeditions  left  Europe  for 
the  Antarctic.  The  German  government  sent  the  "Gauss"  under  Drygalski,  a 
scientist,  which  concentrated  on  meteorological  and  magnetic  observations. 

This  book  is  his  account  of  the  German  expedition. 

32.  OTTO  NORDENSKJOLD.  Viaje  A1  Polo  Sur.  Barcelona,  1904. 

Although  the  Spaniard  Fernandez  de  Quiros  was  the  first  to  search  for 
the  Southern  Continent,  by  the  twentieth  century  the  Spanish  seem  to  have  lost 
most  of  their  interest  in  the  Antarctic  and,  judging  from  the  binding  of  this 
translation  [flamboyant  silver-tooled  red  cloth],  we  suspect  that  they  do  not 
have  much  rapport  with  the  spirit  of  Antarctic  exploration. 

33.  OTTO  NORDENSKJOLD.  Antarctica  or  Two  Years  Amongst  the  Ice  of 
the  South  Pole.  London,  1905. 

A  Swedish  expedition,  organized  privately,  entered  the  Weddell  Sea 
and  stayed  two  winters.  When  its  ship  was  crushed  by  ice  the  men  were 
rescued  by  the  Argentine  gunboat  "Uruguay.  " 

From  the  Swan  Collection. 

34.  ROBERT  FALCON  SCOTT.  The  Voyage  of  the  "Discovery. "  London,  1905. 

Whereas  the  German  and  Swedish  expeditions  were  headed  by  scientists, 
the  British  were  led  by  Commander  Scott  of  the  Royal  Navy.  This  expedition 
was  the  first  to  conduct  extensive  inland  exploration.  Besides  numerous  sci¬ 
entific  observations,  several  small  journeys  and  one  by  Scott  of  380  miles  were 
made  to  explore  the  interior.  p^^^  g^^^  Collection. 
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35.  ROBERT  FALCON  SCOTT.  Map  from  The  Voyage  of  the  "Discovery.  " 
London,  1905. 


How  little  was  known  of  the  Antarctic  in  1905  is  suggested  by  this  map 
of  Scott's.  The  exploratory  probes  made  by  this  first  large  expedition  to  es¬ 
tablish  itself  on  the  Ross  Ice  Shelf  are  here  charted.  The  "Discovery"  ex¬ 
plored  the  coast  while  land  parties  sought  the  limits  of  the  ice  shelf  and  went 

into  the  mountains  behind  it.  „  ..u  o  n 

From  the  Swan  Collection. 


36.  ALBERT  B.  ARMITAGE.  Two  Years  In  The  Antarctic.  London,  1905. 

This  is  a  popular  narrative  of  the  "Discovery"  expedition.  Scott's 
official  account,  admirably  and  correctly  detached  and  very  detailed,  lacked 
the  drama  and  the  warmth  supplied  by  this  more  personal  version. 

From  the  Swan  Collection. 


37.  South  Polar  Times.  [1902  -  1905]. 

To  keep  up  morale  during  the  long  and  very  cold  Antarctic  winters, 
the  "Discovery"  crew  prepared  a  newspaper  of  poems  and  stories,  drawings, 
cartoons,  and  some  beautiful  water  colors  by  Dr.  Wilson.  These  typewritten 
sheets,  with  their  illustrations,  were  carried  to  England  and  reproduced  in  a 
limited  edition  for  a  wider  circulation.  Collection. 


SHACKLETON  AND  SCOTT 

38.  ERNEST  SHACKLETON.  The  Heart  Of  The  Antarctic.  London,  1909. 

Shackleton,  who  had  become  very  ill  on  the  "Discovery"  expedition 
and  had  had  to  be  sent  home,  surprised  everyone,  including  Scott,  by  organ¬ 
izing  an  expedition  himself.  He  found  a  way  to  cross  the  mountain  barrier  by 
following  a  huge  glacier  --  now  the  Beardmore  Glacier  --to  the  Polar  Plateau. 

From  the  Swan  Collection. 
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39.  ERNEST  SHACKLE  TON.  The  Heart  Of  The  Antarctic.  New  York,  1909. 


Shackleton's  party  turned  back  from  their  attempt  on  the  Pole  only  97 
nautical  miles  away.  "Our  food  lies  ahead  and  death  stalks  us  behind"  wrote 
Shackleton  who,  despite  many  escapes  from  disaster,  returned  to  the  McMurdo 
Sound  base.  This  book  is  opened  to  the  description  of  the  last  day  of  the  out¬ 
ward  trip. 

"January  9.  --  Our  last  day  outwards.  We  have  shot  our 
bolt,  and  the  tale  is  latitude  88°  23'  South,  longitude  162°  East. 

...  At  9  A.M.  we  were  in  88°  23'  South,  half  running  and  half 
walking  over  a  surface  much  hardened  by  the  recent  blizzard. 

It  was  strange  for  us  to  go  along  without  the  nightmare  of  a 
sledge  dragging  behind  us.  . . .  Homeward  bound  at  last.  What¬ 
ever  regrets  may  be,  we  have  done  our  best.  " 

Gift  to  the  Swan  Collection  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stuart  C.  Sherman. 


40.  AURORA  AUSTRALIS.  Antarctica,  1907  -  1908. 


Shackleton  took  a  printing  press  with  him  on  his  ship  the  "Nimrod.  " 

On  this  press  the  party  printed  a  newspaper  of  a  hundred  copies  which  were 
later  bound  in  wood  from  the  packing  crates;  our  copy  is  from  a  case  of 
Stewed  Kidneys.  This  first  book  printed  on  the  Antarctic  continent  joins 
this  library’s  copies  of  the  first  books  printed  on  the  continents  of  North  and 

South  America.  Purchased  in  part  with  the  gift  of  Bradford  F.  Swan. 


41.  SOUTH  POLAR  TIMES.  [1910-1912]. 

The  popular  paper  of  the  "Discovery"  expedition  was  revived  by  the 
members  of  the  "Terra  Nova"  expedition  of  1910  -  1912.  Its  editor  was 
young,  gay  Apsley  Cherry-Garrard.  Printed  later  in  England  and  bound 
uniformly  with  the  earlier  Times,  it  too  was  distributed  in  limited  numbers. 
We  open  the  book  to  a  song  commemorating  the  photographer  Herbert  Ponting. 

Chorus.  Then  pont,  Ponco,  pont,  and  long  may  Ponco  pout. 

With  his  finger  on  the  trigger  of  his  gadget. 

For  whenever  he's  around  we're  sure  to  hear  the  sound 
Of  his  high  speed  cinematographic  ratchet. 

From  the  Swan  Collection. 
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42.  HERBERT  G.  PONTING.  The  Great  White  South  Or  With  Scott  In  The 
Antarctic.  London,  [1928]. 


Ponting,  whose  activeness  is  suggested  in  the  song  preceding,  took 
a  remarkable  series  of  photographs  in  the  Antarctic.  The  numerous  photo¬ 
graphs,  the  paintings  of  Wilson,  and  the  great  number  of  books  about  Scott's 
last  expedition  make  this  the  best  and  most  beautifully  described  polar  ex¬ 
ploration.  From  the  Swan  Collection. 


43.  THOMAS  GRIFFITH  TAYLOR.  With  Scott:  The  Silver  Lining.  London,  1916. 

We  open  the  book  to  Taylor's  description  of  Cherry-Garrard's  revival 
of  the  South  Polar  Times.  Taylor  was  a  member  of  the  large  scientific  detach¬ 
ment  with  the  "Terra  Nova. "  The  drama  of  the  Scott  polar  party  can  easily 
make  one  forget  that  a  great  deal  of  work  had  been  done  by  members  of  the  ex¬ 
pedition  before  the  loss  of  their  leader. 

"Cherry-Garrard  now  began  his  most  arduous  winter  em¬ 
ployment  as  Editor  of  the  South  Polar  Times.  He  had  brought 
down  a  typewriter,  and  proposed  to  continue  the  Antarctic  publi¬ 
cation,  ...  A  tin  receptacle  was  nailed  under  the  notice  board, 
and  labelled  the  Editor's  Box,  and  Cherry  set  to  work  on  his  ed¬ 
itorial  pending  the  avalanche  of  contributions.  ..." 

44.  ERNEST  SHACKLETON.  Maps  and  a  view  from  The  Heart  Of  The  Antarc- 
tic.  London,  1909. 

The  central  map  of  the  three  is  the  "general  map  showing  the  explora¬ 
tions  and  surveys  of  the  expedition  1907- '09.  "  The  flanking  maps  show  in 
more  detail  the  path  of  the  party  which  went  to  the  South  Magnetic  Pole,  and 
the  path  of  Shackleton’s  party  from  where  it  passed  Scott's  furthest  point 
south  to  its  halt  on  the  Polar  Plateau.  The  panoramas  depict  the  mountain¬ 
ous  landscape  which  the  men  of  the  two  parties  were  the  first  humans  to  see. 

From  the  Swan  Collection. 
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SOUTH  POLAR  TRAGEDY 


45.  ROBERT  FALCON  SCOTT.  Scott's  Last  Expedition.  London,  1914. 

The  notebook  written  by  Scott  and  the  last  letters  of  Scott,  Wilson,  and 
Bowers  were  found  with  the  bodies  of  the  three  companions  in  their  tent.  We 
open  the  book  to  Scott’s  last  message. 

We  shall  stick  it  out  to  the  end,  but  we  are  getting  weaker, 
of  course,  and  the  end  cannot  be  far. 

It  seems  a  pity,  but  I  do  not  think  I  can  write  more  --  R.  Scott 
Last  Entry  -- 

For  Gods  sake  look  after  our  people 

From  the  Swan  Collection. 


46.  APSLEY  CHERRY-GARRARD.  The  Worst  Journey  In  The  World.  London,  [1922]. 


No  better  description  of  the  finding  of  Scott  and  his  companions  exists 
than  the  passage  by  Cherry-Garrard.  We  have  opened  two  later  editions  of  The 
Worst  Journey  to  the  pages  which  contain  that  passage. 


Then  Atkinson  read  the  lesson  from  the  Burial  Service  from 
Corinthians.  Perhaps  it  has  never  been  read  in  a  more  magnificent 
cathedral  and  under  more  impressive  circumstances  --  for  it  is  a 
grave  which  kings  must  envy.  Then  some  prayers  from  the  Burial 
Service :  and  there  with  the  floor-cloth  under  them  and  the  tent  above 
we  buried  them  in  their  sleeping-bags  --  and  surely  their  work  has 

not  been  in  vain.  From  the  Swan  Collection. 


47.  SIR  DOUGLAS  MAWSON.  The  Home  Of  The  Blizzard.  London,  1914. 

Mawson  played  an  important  part  in  the  scientific  work  of  the  Shackleton 
expedition  of  1907  -  1909.  From  1911  to  1914  he  led  an  Australian  expedition 
which  explored  the  coast  of  Wilkes  Land.  We  see  how  a  fellow  explorer,  who 
had  just  lost  several  men  himself,  reacted  to  the  news  of  Scott's  death  in  the 
passage  at  which  the  book  is  opened. 

The  first  news  received  from  the  outside  world  was  the  bare 
statement  that  Captain  Scott  and  four  of  his  companions  had  perished 
on  their  journey  to  the  South  Pole.  It  was  some  time  before  we  knew 
the  tragic  details  which  came  home,  direct  and  poignant,  to  us  in 
Adelie  Land. 

Gift  to  the  Swan  Collection  of  Mr.  William  L.  Putnam. 
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48.  ROALD  AMUNDSEN.  The  South  Pole.  New  York,  1913. 


Amundsen,  whose  intention  of  being  first  at  the  North  Pole  was  thwarted 
by  Peary,  had  turned  his  ship  south  and,  using  dog  teams,  arrived  at  the  South 
Pole  a  month  ahead  of  Scott.  We  open  the  book  to  Amundsen's  account  of  an  anti- 
climactic  finish  to  a  dull  trip  to  the  Pole. 

At  three  in  the  afternoon  a  simultaneous  "Haiti "  rang  out 
from  the  drivers.  . . .  The  goal  was  reached,  the  journey  ended. 

I  cannot  say  -  -  though  I  know  it  would  sound  much  more  effective  -  - 
that  the  object  of  my  life  was  attained.  That  would  be  romancing 
rather  too  barefacedly.  I  had  better  be  honest  and  admit  straight 
out  that  I  have  never  known  any  man  to  be  placed  in  such  a  diamet¬ 
rically  opposite  position  to  the  goal  of  his  desires  as  I  was  at  that 
moment.  The  regions  around  the  North  Pole  --  well,  yes,  the 
North  Pole  itself  --  had  attracted  me  from  childhood,  and  here  I 
was  at  the  South  Pole.  Can  anything  more  topsy-turvy  be  imagined? 


From  the  Swan  Collection. 


CHERRY  -  GARRARD 


49.  APSLEY  CHERRY-GARRARD.  The  Worst  Journey  In  The  World.  London,  1922. 

Cherry-Garrard’s  own  copy  of  the  first  edition  of  his  very  personal 
account  of  his  part  in  the  Scott  expedition  of  1910-1912.  The  "journey"  referred 
to  in  the  title  was  made  at  the  depth  of  the  Antarctic  winter  to  obtain  eggs  of  the 
Emperor  penguin.  With  Dr.  E.  A.  Wilson  and  Lt.  Bowers  he  sledged  in  semi¬ 
darkness  for  140  miles  to  return  with  three  eggs. 


From  the  Swan  Collection. 


50.  APSLEY  CHERRY-GARRARD.  The  Worst  Journey  In  The  World.  New  York,  1923. 

This  is  the  second  edition  with  a  revised  preface.  The  Worst  Journey 
contains  a  number  of  illustrations  by  Dr.  Edward  Wilson,  a  companion  of 
Cherry-Garrard.  Both  companions  of  this  journey,  Wilson  and  Bowers,  later 
accompanied  Scott  to  the  Pole;  their  bodies  were  found  with  his  in  the  tent. 


From  the  Swan  Collection. 
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51.  APSLEY  CHERRY-GARRARD.  The  Worst  Journey  In  The  World.  New  York,  1930. 

This  is  Cherry-Garrard's  copy  of  his  book  which  he  used  to  prepare  the 
Penguin  paperback  edition  shown  at  the  right.  The  publication  of  his  story  in  a 
two-volume  and  later  a  one-volume  paperback  edition,  both  of  which  come  to  us 
in  the  Swan  Collection,  testify  to  the  popularity  with  which  it  was  received. 

From  the  Swan  Collection. 


52.  Records  of  the  Canterbury  Museum,  1911. 

This  report  on  the  fishes  of  the  Antarctic  waters  was  obtained  by  Cherry- 
Garrard  during  the  expedition  and  he  had  it  with  him  on  the  "Terra  Nova,  "  as 
his  signature  attests.  Collection. 

53.  GERALD  S.  DOORLY.  The  Voyages  of  the  "Morning. "  London,  1916. 

The  "Morning"  was  the  relief  ship  sent  when  the  "Discovery"  seemed  ice- 
trapped  in  1905.  Cherry-Garrard*s  copy  of  this  book  reveals  what  he  thought  of 
Commander  Edward  Evans.  Evans  had  assumed  command  on  Scott’s  failure  to 
return,  and  although  he  has  been  treated  gently  in  accounts  of  the  "Terra  Nova" 
expedition,  previously  unknown  papers  of  Scott  revealed  in  a  recently- published 
biography  of  him  indicate  that  he  shared  Cherry-Garrard's  doubts  about  Evans's 

abilities.  From  the  Swan  Collection. 

54.  THE  POLAR  BOOK.  London,  1930. 

This  booklet  was  prepared  for  the  British  Polar  Exhibition  of  1930. 
Cherry-Garrard  contributed  to  this  publication  but  was  obviously  unhappy  with 
Dr.  Murray- Levick's  "Notes  on  the  Rationing  of  Sledging  Parties."  Vitamins 
were  quite  unknown  to  the  "Terra  Nova"  expedition  and  the  progressive  weak¬ 
ness  of  Scott's  polar  party  may  have  had  much  of  its  origin  in  the  nutritional 

value  of  their  rations.  „  ..u  o  ^  n 

From  the  Swan  Collection. 

55.  "Worcester"  Old  Boys  Association  Complimentary  Dinner  to  Rear-Admiral 
E.  R.  G.  R.  Evans. . . 

On  the  back  of  this  menu  of  the  dinner  given  for  Evans  of  the  Scott  expedi¬ 
tion  on  March  27th,  1929,  Evans  made  and  signed  this  drawing  [of  a  penguin].  A 
naval  hero  in  the  first  world  war,  Evans  became  Lord  Mountevans,  a  substantial 

figure  in  the  English  Navy.  Collection. 
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56.  VILHJALMUR  STEFANSSON.  The  Friendly  Arctic.  London,  1921. 

This  is  Cherry-Garrard's  copy  which  he  apparently  obtained  in  1922. 

In  light  of  the  fact  that  his  own  book  was  written  at  about  the  time  of  his  corres¬ 
pondence  with  Stef^nsson  (at  right),  this  is  a  most  interesting  association  copy. 

From  the  Swan  Collection. 

57.  APSLEY  CHERRY- GARRARD.  Autograph  draft  of  an  unsent  letter  to 
Vilhj^lmur  SteMnsson. 

Written  on  the  reverse  side  of  a  letter  to  Cherry-Garrard  from  SteMnsson 
and  dated  August  1st  1923,  this  very  candid  reaction  was  greatly  subdued  in  the 
version  mailed,  which  is  now  in  the  SteMnsson  Collection  at  Dartmouth  College. 

The  title  is  frankly  an  immodest  one.  I  wanted  to  call  it  "To 
Hell:  With  Scott,  "  but  refrained.  And  when  I  thought  of  "Never 
Again:  Scott,  some  penguins  and  the  Pole"  it  was  objected  that 
it  was  too  much  like  saying  "Christ,  some  coppers  and  the  Cross.  " 

From  the  Swan  Collection. 

58.  APSLEY  CHERRY-GARRARD.  Autograph  draft  of  a  letter  to  Vilhjdlmur 
SteMnsson. 

His  first  draft  written  and  rejected,  Cherry-Garrard  again  tried  to 

answer  Stef^nsson.  The  sarcasm  in  this  version  is  more  carefully  disguised 

than  in  the  first.  This  is  essentially  the  text  of  the  letter  actually  sent. 

As  to  the  title  The  Worst  Journey  in  the  World  may  well  lie  between 

Picadilly  and  Harley  Street.  The  Best  Journey  in  the  World  would 

have  done  just  as  well.  ^  a 

•’  From  the  Swan  Collection. 


THE  LAST  PIONEERS 

59.  SIR  ERNEST  SHACKLETON.  South.  New  York,  1926. 

Shackleton  decided  to  return  to  the  Antarctic  in  1914  -  1917.  This  time 
he  was  going  to  try  to  cross  the  continent.  Sending  a  party  to  the  Ross  Sea  to 
lay  out  provisions  where  he  expected  to  end  the  trip,  he  entered  the  Weddell 
Sea  where  his  ship  was  trapped  in  the  ice  and  crushed. 

From  tlie  Swan  Collection. 
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60.  ERNEST  JOYCE.  The  South  Polar  Trail.  London,  1929. 


Joyce  was  a  member  of  the  Ross  Sea  party  which  Shackleton  had  expected 
to  join.  When  the  main  party  failed  to  appear,  being  adrift  on  an  ice  floe,  the 
members  of  the  sea  party  were  left  to  fend  for  themselves  and  were  forced  to 
use  food  which  the  Scott  expedition  had  left  in  1912.  Collection. 


61.  RICHARD  EVELYN  BYRD.  Discovery:  The  Story  of  the  Second  Byrd  Expedition. 
New  York,  1935. 

Admiral  Byrd's  expeditions  of  the  1920's  and  1930's  brought  about 
American  participation  in  Antarctic  exploration  for  the  first  time  since 
Wilkes's  expedition  nearly  a  century  before.  Byrd  established  several 
camps.  Little  America  being  the  most  famous,  and  did  most  of  his  exploration 
by  airplane.  We  open  the  book  to  his  description  of  the  discovery  of  Marie 
Byrd  Land. 

We  succeeded  in  making  two  successful  aSrial  casts. . . 
located  the  Rockefeller  Mountains,  and.  . .  northeast  along  the 
uncharted  coast,  yielded  up  the  Edsel  Ford  coastal  range  of 
Marie  Byrd  Land.  I  considered  the  results  of  this  flight  far 
more  important  than  the  results  of  our  flight  to  the  Pole. 

From  the  Swan  Collection. 

62.  DEAN  C.  SMITH.  By  the  Seat  of  My  Pants.  Boston,  1961. 

Dean  Smith  was  Byrd's  pilot  at  the  time  of  the  "discovery"  of  Marie 
Byrd  Land.  Although  he  respected  many  of  Byrd's  fine  qualities.  Smith  also 
had  some  reservations  about  Byrd's  character.  We  let  the  viewer  judge  for 
himself. 

...  a  magnificent  solitary  Matterhorn  of  a  mountain. . . 
far  out  into  one  of  the  blank  spaces  on  the  map.  We  kept  on  as 
far  as  we  dared.  .  .  told  of  our  flight  and  our  discovery. . . 

Byrd  spoke  very  seriously.  "...  I  congratulate  you 
gentlemen  on  confirming  my  discovery. . .  almost  exactly 
the  place  where  I  saw  it  this  morning. . .  I  wanted  to  be 
sure  before  I  announced  it.  ...  Russ,  you  are  authorized 
to  report  this  to  the  Times.  Please  let  me  check  your 
story  before  you  send  it.  " 

From  the  Swan  Collection. 
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63.  NATIONAL  GEOGRAPHIC  SOCIETY.  The  Antarctic  Regions.  Washington,  1932 


This  map  reflects  the  information  obtained  by  Richard  Byrd  in  his  explora¬ 
tion  by  plane.  By  this  time  the  sector  from  the  Ross  Ice  Shelf  to  the  South  Pole 
had  been  mapped  to  some  degree  and  Sir  Douglas  Mawson  had  explored  much  of 
the  coast,  yet  a  great  part  of  the  Continent  lay  a  mystery,  and  its  extent  was  still 

undetermined.  Thomas  R.  Adams. 


64.  SIR  VIVIAN  FUCHS  and  SIR  EDMUND  HILLARY.  The  Crossing  of 
Antarctica.  Boston,  1958. 

The  tracks  [of  sno-cats]  on  the  dust  cover  of  this  book  exemplify  the 
mechanization  of  polar  research  after  the  second  world  war.  The  last  great 
feat  of  Antarctic  exploration  and  the  quest  which  defeated  Shackleton  was  the 
crossing  of  the  continent,  a  triumph  of  logistics,  intelligence,  and  equipment. 

From  the  Swan  Collection. 


65.  U.S.  NAVY.  HYDROGRAPHIC  OFFICE.  Antarctica.  Ross  Sea  -  Victoria 
Land.  Franklin  Island  to  McMurdo  Sound.  From  British  surveys  to  1914  with 
additions  from  U.S.  Navy  expeditions  between  1947  and  1959.  Washington,  1960. 

On  this  map  Bradford  Swan  has  indicated  the  paths  of  some  of  his  travels 
in  the  Antarctic  in  1960.  The  land  which  he  saw  between  Black  Island  and  White 
Island  ("Swan's  Neck")  has  not  yet  been  recognized  by  the  Board  of  Geographic 
Names. 

It  is  curious  that  this  recent  map  of  an  area  mapped  so  often,  from  Scott, 
1902-1905,  onward,  contains  notations  of  "source  material  not  reconcilable.  " 

From  the  Swan  Collection. 

66.  PEDRO  FERNANDEZ  DE  QUIROS.  The  Voyages.  London,  Hakluyt 
Society,  1904.  "Dedication.  To  Commander  Robert  Falcon  Scott,  R.N. ,  M.V.O., 
F.R.G.S. ;  Leader  of  the  National  Antarctic  Expedition,  1901  to  1904.  ..." 

BISHOP  JOSEPH  HALL.  The  Discovery  of  a  New  World.  Cambridge,  Mass., 
1937.  "In  Token  of  the  Editor's  Respect  and  Admiration  to  Richard  Evelyn  Byrd.  " 

We  conclude  the  exhibition  with  two  modern  research  editions  drawn  from 
our  own  reference  collection  and  (the  Hall)  from  the  Rockefeller  Library.  These 
editions  of  early  works  relating  to  the  Antarctic,  dedicated  to  modern  explorers 
of  the  Antarctic,  symbolize  the  combination  of  tradition  and  innovation  so  impor¬ 
tant  in  the  idea  of  Antarctic  exploration. 
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